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EDITORIAL 


An Extended 
Hospital Visit 


Ordinarily, hospital visits should be brief. This 
one was a month in duration. The writer this time, 
was the patient rather than the visitor. He had 
never spent a night in a hospital in his life, so every- 
thing was new and strange. 


While visiting one Saturday afternoon in the 
home of a young couple. he had a strange heart at- 
tack. Omitting the details, he found himself help- 
lessly stretched on the grass, with a change in heart 
rythm. After a little while the doctor arrived and 
administered two welcome hypodermics. But life 
seemed to be at a low ebb, and a little voice seemed 
to whisper something as the ambulance men gently 
lifted the patient off the ground and into the ma- 
chine. While sailing through the air, a little voice 
seemed to say, “It may be that all this will land 
you in another world.” Then came another little 
quiet voice which the writer hopes was his, saving— 
“It will be all right if this does happen.” There 
was a sense of peace and an absence of fear. 


Then a rather humorous thing happened during 
those solemn moments. The driver of the ambulance 
was probably anxious to “get going,” so he slammed 
the back door of the ambulance. As the door closed 
it struck the patient’s feet a hard. square blow that 
caused his knees to promptly buckle up. There was 
no pain because of this since he still had his shoes 
on. The blow was square and honest and the lock 
clicked shut. At first the patient thought it a bit rude 
when he was thinking of the possibility of going to 
heaven. Then the mood changed quickly and he 
found himself chuckling inwardly at the whole situ- 
ation. From then on he seemed to think perhaps less 
of the pearly gates and more about the things of 
earth. Nothing, however, was sure as the ambulance 
‘slowly made its way. 


In due time the hospital was reached and the 
doctors and nurses both went into immediate action 
in an efficient and kindly way. Soon strength re- 
turned and apparently the patient was “over the 
hump.” He was very weak but in no pain whatso- 
ever. He was most grateful to our Heavenly Father 
and to the whole hospital staff for the abundance 
of comforts and conveniences enjoyed. 


The patient took a peculiar attitude about prayer. 
He is not sure he was right. He never once prayed 
to get well, feeling that everything was in our 
Father's hands and that if He wanted to remove 
him from his present church and put him to work in 
heaven, that was God’s business and not the pa- 
tient’s. Another unusual spell came about two weeks 
later and life seemed to hang by a slender thread 
again. It was difficult then, not to pray for deliver- 
ance and healing, but no prayer was offered for this 
purpose, 


Now for the real cause of healing, restoration, 
and countless thanksgivings. Flowers, praver cards, 
letters and notes literally poured in. Two sopho- 
mores in colleges in adjoining states, who belonged 
to other churches, wrote that they were hoping and 
praying for a speedy recovery. One little girl, a 
little over seven, wrote this unusual note that will 
long be remembered and cherished, “Dear Dr—, 
I am very sorry that you are sick. I have been pray- 
ing for you very many times. I can hardly wait 
until you get back to the church. Love, . How 
could one help but stay on the earth and get well 
with these earnest little prayers going up to the 
throne of God. Food, money, more letters and cards 
and flowers came trooping in. The church officers 
rose to the occasion after an unusual fashion and 
most inspiring to everyone. The church prospered 
in the pastor’s absence. Money was rapidly pledged 
towards the new building. The work went on. 


Thank God for His mercies! The 103rd Psalm, 
along with others, became more precious: “Bless 
the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, 
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bless his holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and 
forget not all His benefits: Who forgiveth all thine 
iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; Who re- 
deemeth thy life from destruction, who crowneth 
thee with loving kindness and tender mercies; Who 
satisfieth thy mouth with good things so that thy 
vouth is renewed like the eagles.’’ God’s Word was 
literally fulfilled, “Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace whose mind is stayed on thee, because he 
riusted in thee.”’ (Isaiah 26:3). 


ihe cardiograms and the doctors report no per- 
«“,anent injury to the heart. New work has been 
projected in imagination. God seems nearer and the 
Gospel clearer than ever before. May His name and 
His name, alone, be praised, is the sincere wish and 
earnest prayer of this one-time hospital patient. One 
month is ordinarily too long a visit to make to a 
hospital, but this time it was literally “erammed 
full” of the Lord’s presence and blessings. “Praise 


God from whom all blessings flow.” —R.W.C. 


Divided Christendom 


A prominent pro-union Church leader has recent- 
ly written that “Christ cannot win the world by 
means of a divided Church.” The truth of such 
statement would seem to hinge on what “divided” 
means. If by “division” is meant open divergence 
regarding vital doctrine, or difference touching mat- 
ters fundamental to revealed religion, then such a 
Church could hardly hope to win the world to the 
Saviour central in the Gospel revealed in the Bible. 
If, however, a “divided’’ Church means a Church 
of different sectors and with different names for its 
branches, in the great warfare against the Devil 
and his cohorts, then the answer is that despite de- 
fection in some parts of the ranks, such a Church 
has been doing it! This is the impression one gets 
in reading after Dr. Latourette, the contemporary 
missionary leader and historian. (We do not in- 
timate that the progress is such as to aftord any 
great pride in achievement, were pride allowable). 


Also would a union effected at the sacrifice of 
principle, or merely for the sake of impressing the 
world by numbers, so fortify the resultant Church 
as to enable God to use it for world conquest? The 
division of Christian forces into many branches 
‘weakens the Evangel” only when members of the 
body lack the Evangel! Our Lord, it appears, did 
not expect everyone to unite with the Apostles. In 
the available data on this thing, we learn that He 
the rather prohibited attempts to force union. We 
conclude then that division in itself is not hostile 
to the progress of God’s work. Certainly for many 


a generation, divisions in the ranks of true Biblical 
Christians, have been blessed of God. The non- 
Papal world agrees that great harm has come and 
still derives from a Church which for a thousand 
years was practically representative of all Christen- 
dom. It is not mere ecclesiastical unicity which can 
honor and be honored by the Saviour: it is rather a 
Church, no matter how divided in minor matters 
(as contrasted with the essentials), which at heart 
is one in the true Gospel and the only Lord. “Many 
men, many minds” rather requires different organi- 
zations, so as to provide proper atmosphere for each 
peculiar stress, and to offset the very corruption and 
tyrannical intolerance which is Rome. 


In his article entitled ““To Mission and to Unity 
... ,.” this same writer, the Stated Clerk of the 
U.S.A. General Assembly, alludes to one of the 
strongest arguments against organic union between 
the U.S.A. and the U.S. Churches, or between them 
and other denominations, viz. organizational prob- 
lems, and the cumbersome and wasted ecclesiastical 
machinery. Admission is made that the U. S. A. 
Church “has not always been successful” in strug- 
gling with the problem of organization on a scale 
“never before attempted in a free Church unsup- 
ported by government.” Our question is, what 
would the incalculahly greater problem be in the 
case of our union! We have lost irreparably in time, 
and in money to no inconsiderable degree in carry- 
ing on these union activities even now. 


The U.S.A. leader continues: “Until and unless 
we ... come to as passionate a conviction for unit- 
ing the broken body of Jesus Christ as the convic- 
tion of our fathers when for conscience sake they 
separated themselves from Rome and later again 
and again from one another, we shall not success- 
fully contrive important ecclesiastical unions.” On 
our part it may be said that there are greater rea- 
sons now than in ’61 for division from the U.S.A. 
Church, and on account of passionate conviction. 
Also we must respectfully differ from the writer in 
his statement that “reasons (for opposing union) 
will not be technically theological—there is no dif- 
ference in our Confessions of Faith nor in our re- 
quirements for ministers. officers, or members under 
the Scriptures and that Confession. The reasons will 
be rather social, cultural, and religions—the so-- 
called non-theological factors . .. ” The writer 
admits that he does “not know the Presbyterian 
Church U. S. very well’: he shows this in saying 
that “the reasons for failure to unite will be pride 
of place and position, greed and distrust, sectional- 
ism, and lukewarmness, the sins of secularism and 
hopelessness.” Towards the end of this article, one 
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infers that if we do not unite it will be because 
we think ourselves “greater than God.” In our 
opinion those who think themselves greater than 
God are the ones who reject His Word in its plain 
statements regarding cardinal matters component 


of the Christian Faith. 
The U.S.A. Stated Clerk feels that “unless there 


develops in the next year or two a deep conviction 
among us that this union is the will of God, it will 
not come to pass.” Here as elsewhere, the impres- 
sion is that union between our two Churches is the 
will of God. Whether this impression be correct or 
not, there are many who are deeply certain of the 
very opposite. 


Finally the plea is made that union should be 
consummated because of John 17. There are quite 
competent Greek scholars who assert that in the 
passage is no intimation of organic union, and that 
it is erroneously used as a proof-text therefor. On 
the other hand there is record of a man who pro- 
phesied in the Saviour’s name, while being in no way 
associated, organically or otherwise, with the Apos- 
tles. Yet this same non-unionist was upheld in 
his position by the Lord, even though he was not of 
the Apostles. Here it appears to us was unity with- 
out union, which is our position, under present cir- 
cumstances. The “division” which is a “scandal to 
Christendom” is not horizontal. —R.F.G. 


Drought 


God sends His rain on the just and on the un- 
just. He has ordained times and seasons when rains 
shall replenish and refresh the earth. 


He also reserves the right to withhold rain; to 
bring men to think of their sins and also to teach 
us our utter and complete dependence on His pro- 
viding hand. 


The drought through which many parts of our 
nation is passing may be a warning from God. There 
is conclusive evidence that the water level in the 
earth is dropping alarminzly in some parts of our 
land. Many areas are covered with a pall of smoke 
from smouldering forest fires. Streams are dried 
up, cities are finding the usual conservation meas- 
ures inadequate to provide the necessary water for 
consumption of the people. 


Such experiences should drive people to a search- 
ing of their own hearts and a confession of sin. 
Things do not just happen. God reigns and He rules 
in the affairs and the conditions of men. Too long 
we have neglected Him, have taken His bounties 
as our right and not as His gift, and have failed to 
take Him into account in our personal lives and in 
our human relationships. 


If drought or pestilence or famine or war cannot 
bring us face to face with our sinfulness and our 
need, then truly our hearts are hardened. Wherever 
man turns he sees the evidences of the failure of 


4 


man when he leaves God out of account. On the 
other hand personal experience as well as the records 
of history show that when we put God first in our 
lives every human need is met. 


God is warning His people. Will we take warn- 
ing? 


Thanksgiving!! 


At ‘(THANKSGIVING we turn to God with hearts 
full of thankfulness for all of His mercies. 


We THANK Him for the material blessings 
which He has poured out upon us as a nation and 
as individuals, 

We THANK God for freedom, something denied 
tu so many hundreds of millions today; freedom of 
personal choice, freedom of action, freedom of ex- 
pression; for freedom is one of God’s richest bless- 
ings to mankind. 


We THANK God for Christian activities. Never 
have there been more people engaged in preaching 
the Gospel in America than at this time. Never 
have there been more effective channels of evange- 
lism than now. Probably the hearts of men were 
never more susceptible to the pleadings of Christ 
than now. 


We THANK God for the assurance of eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour. He 
told His disciples to “Rejoice, because your names 
are written in heaven.” 


We THANK God for the privilege of prayer. Cut 
off from great areas of the world today by the iron 
and the bamboo curtains, Christians can still pray 
for our Christian brethren wherever they are, and 
we can pray that God in His infinite love and power 
will yet open up the way for a mighty world-wide 
evangelistic effort. 


We can never count all of our blessings, but we 
can be THANKFUL for them. —L.N.B. 


Our Next President 


This is being written before election day and 
with a thought in mind which is far more important 
than the result of election, than the individual who 
is to become President of the United States in Janu- 


ary, 1953. 


Regardless of the outcome of the election, Chris- 
tian people have a duty and an obligation to pray 
for the President. Our nation stands on the brink 
of a most uncertain future. Changing world con- 
ditions, the emergence of communism as a gigantic 
force, economic insecurity in much of the world, 
and the general break-down in a regard for spiritual 
and moral values across our own land; these and 
many other things point to the solemn fact that un- 
less we turn to God for healing and for help we 
shall face the inevitable judgment which is inherent 
in our own folly. 
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It is a solemn fact that neither of the major 
candidates seems to have the resources to be found 
only in an implicit trust in God, His Son and His 
Word; resources which alone can produce the wis- 
dom and strength necessary for the task. For that 
reason it is the duty of Christians to pray for the 
spiritual awakening and conversion of the Chief 
Executive, that he may realize his own limitations, 
the danger of trusting in human counsel alone, and 
the imperative need for public and private recog- 
nition that our trust and dependence shall be in 


Almighty God. 


To that end Christians should covenant to pray, 
not once but daily, that God in His infinite love and 
mercy shall heal, and guide our nation into the paths 


He has ordained we should tread. —f,..N.B. 


“Calvin Said...” 
(On An Enlightened Ministry) 


‘For, on the other hand, if a man does not possess 
the two qualifications we have mentioned, that is, 
if he is not versed in Scripture and if he is not so 
yrounded in the doctrine of the Faith as to be able 
to teach others, and refute our enemies, he is not 
qualified to assume the office of announcing the 
Word of God. And, as a matter of fact, what would 
happen if a man had only a little zeal and was not 
sure of his weapons, so to speak? He would be 
shaken by every blow. We know that the most fool- 
ish and the most ignorant are also the most rash. 
Someone who does not have much knowledge is 
likely to put himself forward and leave nothing 
alone. If he is confronted with many questions, he 
will open his mouth incautiously and will speak at 
random, unwisely. On the other hand, those who 
are prepared and who have greater knowledge, will 
be more reserved and more hesitant. And why? Be- 
cause they know how hard it is to answer in the 
name of the Lord. Furthermore, the deeper they 
plunge into the issues, the more likely they are to 
know the difference between an aimless flapping 
from one triviality to another, never getting below 
the surface, and going straight to the heart of 
things.’’* 


More than any other Reformer, Calvin insisted 
upon an educated ministry. He set the qualifications 
for ministers high, because he believed no calling 
to be higher. It was inconceivable, to him, that any- 
one should be ordained to the ministry without 
special ability and without training designed to 
develop to the fullest, native talents. What to 
do with someone who felt called to preach, but 
who didn’t possess the qualifications, did not con- 
stitute a problem for Calvin, because he was certain 
that the Lord would not call anyone who was not 
‘apt to teach,” after having laid down that require- 
ment, by the mouth of His Apostle, Paul, in the 
passage upon which these remarks are based. 


* From a Sermon on | Timothy 3:1-4. 
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Are you satisfied 
with your Will? 


H AVE you omitted something, or someone? 


Is there one bequest you intended to make... 
but didn’t? 


Do you think you should leave a part of your 
possessions to further the cause of the Master? 


By including the Board of World Missions in 
your will, you can provide for the continuous 
advancement of Christianity throughout the 
world. Many such bequests have been re- 
ceived by our Board and invested in the work 
of Foreign Missions. 


In drawing or revising your will, consult a 
good lawyer. We will be glad to supply any 
information desired as to the form of bequest 
or the use of your legacy. Address 


CURRY B. WEARN, TREASURER 
Rearv oF HORLD Missions 
Presevrcman in tee Unireo States 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
Foreign Atisstons a Share” 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 23 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jesus’ Thanksgiving---And Ours 


Scripture: Matthew 11. Devotional Read- 


ing: Isaiah 35:1-10. 


Our Thanksgiving should center in Christ: He is the unspeakable Gift of God to a world lost in sin, and 
we have Eternal Life through Him. In Isaiah 35 we have a beautiful prophecy about His Coming and His 
Kingdom: ““The wilderness and the solitary place shill te glad for them; and the de:ert shall blossom as 
the rose” - - - “And the ransomed of the Lord shall rezurn, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy 
upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” Between these 


two verses we have a picture of His reign and rule. 


If He had not come this world would be sad in- 
deed. All the Hope and Peace and Joy of mankind 
is found in Him. Since He came and redeemed us 
by His precious blood we can possess a Living Hope, 
a Peace which the world cannot give (or take 
away), and a Joy known only to those who are 
His children. His first coming to take away sin by 
the sacrifice of Himself was the greatest event in 
past history; His second coming in majesty and 
glory to receive us unto Himself and to judge the 
world in righteousness, is the greatest event to look 
forward to in future history. Our Thanksgiving is 
centered in Him, and yet He is left out of most 
Thanksgiving Proclamations, and is forgotten by 
many who celebrate the occasion. I am afraid that 
He—the Christ—is not in the minds of many of 
our people. 


In our chapter for study we have a Prayer of 
Thanksgiving which came from the lips of our 
Saviour, and also some great reasons why we should 
be grateful. As a background for these closing 


thoughts we have other incidents which should be © 


studied. 


I. John’s Question and Jesus’ 
Answer: 2-15 


John had been cast into prison. (see Matthew 
14:3; Mark 6:17; Luke 7:18, 19). From the prison 
he sends two of his disciples to Jesus with the ques- 
tion, Art thou he that should come, or do we look 
for another? 


This question of John’s has perplexed the com- 
mentators, and there have been a variety of inter- 
pretations. Some think that John sent the two dis- 
ciples in order to have their faith strengthened, and 
that John himself had no doubts. Others believe 
that the question indicated some doubt in the mind 
of the forerunner. Lenski, I feel, gives as good an 
interpretation as ] have seen. John the Baptist had, 
(in his opinion) clearly seen that Jesus was the 
Messiah, and he had prophesied about the nature of 
His work, both as to grace and judgment. Now, 


while he is in prison, he hears about the gracious 
works of Christ, but where were His words of 
judgment, “the swinging of the fan and the crush- 
ing blows of the ax’’? ‘hey were not being done. 
John himself was suffering, and the enemies of 
Christ growing stronger and bolder. Why did not 
the Messiah execute judgment upon them? It was 
this that John could not understand. Would there 
be another Messiah who would do this part of his 
work, and bring judgment upon his foes? In the 
Prophecies the time element is often not considered, 
and we have a blending of two things which may 
not be fulfilled at the same time; one Picture will 
vive, for instance, (as in our Devotional Reading) 
some of the details of His first Coming, and some 
of the Second. The interval between His coming 


in Grace, and His Coming in Judgment, is passed 


over. This has been confusing to others besides John. 


‘The answer of Jesus seems to indicate that this 
explanation is correct, for Jesus points John to the 
Old Testament, (Isaiah 35), and to the gracious 
works described there: The blind receive their 
sight, the lame walk, etc., adding some other classes 
to the list. Is there a gentle rebuke in verse 6? “And 
blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended (find 
no occasion of stumbling) in me.” Was John stum- 
bling over the fact that the works of Jesus were all 
of grace with no touch of judgment, which John 
thought should characterize the rule of the Messiah? 


When the two had gone, Jesus pronounces His 
eulogy upon John. John the Baptist was no reed 
shaken with the wind, no soft man of the king’s 
court, but the messenger of God sent to prepare the 
way for the Messiah: “There hath not risen a great- 
er than John the Baptist.”” This is h'gh praise indeed 
from the lips of One Who never flattered, but al- 
ways spoke the truth. John was truly a prophet in 
the spirit and power of Elijah. 


Il. A Silly and Wilful 
Generation: 16-19 


These children playing in the market were not 
willing either to dance or mourn. Jesus usually 
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ound His striking illustrations in the common 
senes of everyday life. Here He turns to these 
cildren playing in the open places—the market. 


“These Jews were like silly children. When God 
sat them the Baptist, they wanted to pipe and 
h:ve everybody dance with them. When the Bap- 
tit refused to join in such a game, they called him 
morose, intolerable, and turned from him aggrieved 
aid disappointed. These people likewise failed to 
uiderstand the golden days of Jesus, which God 
snt them. They insisted on the game of funeral, or 
fasting, on rigorous traditional Sabbath observance” 
etc. (Lenski). John lived as a Nazarite, “not eating 
or drinking;” he lived on locusts and wild honey, 
and was typical of the ascetic life of a prophet like 
Elijah. But the scribes and Pharisees—most of 
them—criticized him for this and said, “Something 
is surely wrong with a man who lives like this: a 
demon must have upset his mind.” Jesus lived like 
an ordinary man, eating and drinking, mingling 
with His fellowmen, being invited to feasts, and 
they accuse Him of being “a glutton of a man,” and 
climaxed their criticisms with the words, “a friend 
of publicans and sinners.” 


We have the same sort of generation. | suppose 
that every generation since Adam sinned can be 
called “silly,” “wilful,” “untoward,” “crooked.”’ 
Peter, at Pentecost, called upon the people to save 
themselves from this untoward generation. Our 
own times and people are no exception to the general 
rule. The wisdom of this world is often very “silly ;” 
it does not make sense. We are very learned and 
“smart” in some ways, but utterly without sense 
in others. Why, for instance, do men of today make 
sO many excuses, and utter so many unjust criticisms 
about Christianity? God is still sending all kinds 
of messengers: some like Billy Sunday, and others 
like “Quiet-Talks Gordon,” and yet we are in- 
different and unsaved. 


Foolish Cities: 
20-24 

Whole cities and countries act this way. Jesus 
visited many villages and cities and did many mighty 
works which should have convinced the most skep- 
ucal, These places had the unique privilege of hav- 
ing the Son of God as a visitor in their midst. Sup- 
pose Christ should come to some of our cities in the 
same way that He came to those in Palestine, would 
the response be different? What impression would 
Jesus—as a Man—make on New York or Chicago? 
What impression is made by the many churches and 
preachers? Could not these same words be used of 
our cities today? There will be degrees of punish- 
ment in hell, as well as differences of reward in 
heaven. Will not the cities of America fare badly 
in the Judgment Day? 


IV. Jesus’ Thanksgiving: 
25-27 


He divides the world into two classes:the wise 
and prudent, and “babes.” Paul says “not many 
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wise” accept the simple gospel; are called. Why? 
The first answer may be that their “wisdom” is of 
this world—earthly, sensual, devilish; it makes men 
proud and hardens them in their own self-esteem 
and -vanity. They need the wisdom which comes 
down from above; a wisdom which is meek and 
lowly, and starts with the fear of the Lord, which 
recognizes its own limitations and gladly accepts 
a revelation from God. Then, in the second place 
men with this wisdom usually want to save them- 
selves, while God’s plan of salvation is all of grace. 
“Babes,” infants, will let you do everything for 
them, while grown people—worldly-wise men and 
women—wish to work out their own destiny, be 
their ewn bosses. So the wise men of this world, in 
their pride of intellect, shut themselves out of the 
revelation and blessings of God. The Father loves 
to give to His “little ones” the best He has. 


Vv. Our Thanksgiving: 
28-30 


How grateful we should be for these beautiful 
words; for this loving invitation which comes to 
those who labor and are heavy laden! All do not 
have burdens on their backs, but all have them on 
their hearts. No burden is too heavy to bear, if our 
Yoke-fellow is the Son of God. I suppose that 
Jesus had made many yokes for oxen: He knew 
how to make them fit. 


Thank God for the Great Burden-Bearer: H 
will help with our load. ‘ 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 23 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


“Food For Thought” 


DEVOTIONAL: 
Hymn: “O For A Thousand ‘Vongues ‘Vo Sing”’ 
[Invocation 
Hymn: “I Am Thine, O Lord” 
Offering 
Scripture: | Peter 2:1-12 
Prayer 


Hymn: “Alas! And Did My Saviour Bleed” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

Our program tonight has an interesting subject, 
and should certainly prove to be ‘food for thought” 
for all of us. It brings to mind a bill-board adver- 
tisement that has been placed up and down the 
highways of our country by a leading manufacturer 
of ice cream. The sign shows a bright and eager 
youngster with a big, luscious looking ice cream 
cone in his hand, and a look of anticipation on his 
face, ready to take the first bite. The big, block 
letters on the sign read: “Foop For THOUGHT.” 
The sign certainly serves to whet your appetite for 
a cone of ice cream, and provides a thought of food, 
whether it provides ‘food for thought” or not. 
However, what we have to serve at our program in 
the way of “food for thought” is better than ice 
cream, and better for us. Let’s let our first speaker 
talk to us about it. 


First SPEAKER: 

The psalmist says, ““O taste and see that the Lord 
is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him.” 
The real hunger in life is a heart hunger. Even 
when bodies are well fed and clothed, and every 
physical need is supplied, there still exists in the 
hearts of men a hunger after something that will 
bring joy and peace and blessedness into their lives. 
That is why they try so many things. Men sip 
every cup the world has to offer, and, like the bee, 
taste of every fragrant flower that grows along the 
way, and yet they do not find that which will satis- 
fy their longing. Augustine, mindful of this rest- 
lessness of spirit, reminds us that the Lord has made 
us for Himself, and our hearts will be restless until 
they rest in Him. That is why the psalmist says: 
“O taste and see that the Lord is good.” In his 
presence there is fulness of joy and at His right 
hand there are pleasures forevermore. 


The weary sinner finds rest in the Lord, for He 
takes away the burden of guilt and shame and gives 
rest to the weary and burdened in heart. For those 
who are “alienated from God” He provides recon- 
ciliation, for He ‘‘made peace by the blood of His 
cross.” Thus Paul could say, ‘Therefore being 
justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ: by whom also we have 


access by taith into this grace wherein we stand, and 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” Surely hungn 
hearts will be fed and will delight in that which 


God has provided when they “taste and see that the 


Lord is good.” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

In the Song of Solomon the believing, trusting 
heart of the Bride overflows with joy as she speaks 
of her beloved Lord and says, “As the apple tree 
among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved 
among the sons. I sat down under his shadow with 
great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my taste.” 
And truly all who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ 
have found that He is sweet to our taste. But let us 
continue as our second speaker brings further word 
that will be food for thought. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

The Apostle Peter, in speaking to believers in 
Christ, gives this word of counsel as has alread 
been presented in’ our Scripture Lesson for the 
evening: “As newborn babes, desire sincere milk 
of the word, that ye may grow thereby: if so be ye 
have tasted that the Lord is gracious.’’ Those who 
taste of the Lord indeed find Him gracious, and 
should thus continue to feed upon Him through 
His word. 


To eat actual food, or food for our bodies, we 
must take it into our mouths, chew it properly (un- 
less it is milk!) then swallow it. In other words, if 
it is to do us much good, if it is to strengthen and 
develop our bodies, we must get it into our system. 
And so with spiritual food. If we are to grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of the Lord, we must 
feed upon the “manna” of His word, taking it 
into our hearts and minds, digesting the ‘‘food for 
thought”’ that we may properly develop in the im- 
age and likeness of Christ. Jesus said, ““The bread 
of God is He which cometh down from heaven, and 
giveth life unto the world .. . I am the bread of 
life.” When we feed upon His word, we feed upon 
Him who is the Word that became flesh and dwelt 
among us that we might partake of Him and live. 


When we are saved, we do not stop feeding our 
souls; we begin. Moses said, “If I have found grace 
in thy sight, show me thy way, that I may know 
thee, and that I may find grace in thy sight.” Hav- 
ing come to know the Lord, he desired to know 
Him better. So we who have tasted and seen that 
the Lord is good, should continue to feed upon 
Him who is our life. 


“We taste of Thee, Thou living bread, 
And long to feed upon Thee still. 
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We drink of Thee, the fountain head, 
And thirst, our souls from Thee to fill.’’ 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

That is really “food for thought.” Certainly most 
of us do not feed upon the Word as we should. It 
seems that we must find time for everything else, 
but do not find time to read our Bibles, or to pray, 
as we should. Perhaps if we spent more time with 
the Lord, and less with the world we would have 
more taste for spiritual things and less for worldly 
ones. “The world is too much with us,” and we are 
too little with God. This too is food for thought. 
But let us go on—our third speaker has something 
for us too. 


‘THIRD SPEAKER: 

We have seen that hungry hearts need to “taste 
and see that the Lord is good,”’ and we have discov- 
ered that having come to know Christ we should 
desire to know Him better, and that we learn of 
Him through His Word. Now let us get very prac- 
tical for a moment and see just how we may profit 
from what we have heard, or how we may grow 
through this “food for thought.” 


First of all, we must take time to read our Bibles. 
We must set an hour of the day when we are going 
to study the Word of God. We have a time for 
breakfast; an hour for lunch, and dinner is on our 
schedule too. Let’s set a time to feed our souls; .to 
read the Bible and pray. 


Then let’s read systematically. Suppose our Moth- 
ers just went to the pantry or refrigerator, reached 
in at random, without any system at all, and dump- 
ed into the pan whatever came into her hand, then 
served it for us to eat. We wouldn't like that very 
much, Yet we go to our Bibles to feed our souls, 
open it at random, read whatever falls before our 
eyes, then wonder why we have no taste for it, and 
why we do not rejoice that the hour has come when 
we are to feed uron the Word. Let’s ask the pastor 
for counsel as to Ow we may better read and study 
our Bibles. Wc | 1ould be intelligent in our Bible 
reading. We don’t want “hash” all the time. 


Then let’s read expectantly. In other words, let’s 
read having in mind that God speaks to our hearts 
by His Holy Spirit through His Holy Word. We 
speak to God in prayer, and He speaks to our hearts 
through the Word. As we feed upon the Word, He 
will nourish and strengthen our faith; He will in- 
struct us in righteousness, and He will reveal to us 
His will for our lives. “He that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that he is the rewarder 
of them that diligently seek him.” Let’s come to 
God, expecting Him to bless our hearts and to feed 
our souls as we spend time in prayer and in reading 


the Word of God. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 
All of us want to grow in our Christian experi- 
ence. We do not want to be “dwarfs” in spiritual 


things. As Paul said to Timothy, “Thou there- 
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fore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ 


Jesus;” and then, “Study to show thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”’ Food 
for spiritual thought, and for spiritual growth is 
to be found in the Bible. As we have tasted and 
seen that the Lord is good, let us desire the Word 
that we may grow thereby. 


Closing Hymn: “Take Time To Be Holy.” 


Benediction. 
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Women’s Work 


We Have Heard— 
What Now? 


We call the special season which has just passed, 
“Church Extension Season.’’ Much helpful liter- 
ature has been made available to us, books, leaf- 
lets, program material, all presenting pictures of 
need for extending the ministries of our Church in 
the Southland and there are many. We have read 
about these—or have we? We have listened to pro- 
gram presentations giving the story—or did we? 
The sound of such words as “Urgency,” “‘Oppor- 
tunity,” “The Church’s Outreach” and “Come 
Over And Help Us” ring in our ears. We were im- 
pressed with the facts and stirred by the appeals, 
and resolved to do something about it but have we? 


There was the immediate opportunity to pray 
and to give. Was it just “observance as usual” of 
the Week of Prayer and Self-Denial for Church 
Extension? Or did we earnestly pray more intelli- 
gently because we had heard the needs, and give 
more generously because love for God and our 
fellow-man prompted it? Each individual Christian 
must answer this question. 


What now as to our thinking, talking or doing 
something that will help to capture for Christ some 
of “The Frontiers Of Hope” pointed up so clearly 
by Rev. Charies Gibboney, the author of that ex- 
cellent mission study book? Surely he has given us 
clearly the picture of the current scene, especially 
in the South, and the widening horizons in Church 
Extension.” If any reader of this message is one 
who has not yet read Mr. Gibboney’s book, “Fron- 
tiers Of Hope,’”’ let us urge you to do so. It is a 
“must” book for us all. But reading its pages, 
which reveal startling conditions of opportunity all 
about us and in every area of life, is not enough. 
We must act. We are grateful for the optimistic 
note of hope which dominates the book, and we 
rejoice also that its message sends us back to the 
task to serve Christ in the spirit of love and joy 
and sacrifice. We have heard. Let us now do. God 
will lead us to know and then to do what now is 
our responsibility. —Janie W. McGaughey. 


W orld-wide Bible Reading 
Thanksgiving To Christmas 


These are important days leading up to Christ- 
mas. What more appropriate preparation could 
Christians the world over have for the celebration 


of the coming of Christ who came to bring them — 


together in God’s family than that they be united 


daily in the reading of the Bible through which . 


God speaks to His children! 


The theme of the World-wide Bible Readings for 
Thanksgiving to Christmas, 1952, is “The Word Of 
Life.’’ The series of selected passages on this theme 
for reading each day—Thanksgiving to Christmas 
—is available, upon request, from the American 
Bible Society, 85 Walton Street, N.W., Atlanta 3, 
Ga. Plan now that you, the members of your fam- 
ily and your friends have a copy in hand before 
Thanksgiving. The passages are printed on book- 
marks for convenient use in your Bibles. It is sug- 
gested that you send postage with your order. Do 
not delay. Order today! 
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We Need Christmas 


Christians today need Christmas. Any woman re- 
sponsib.e tor the Christmas plans of other people 
should face the possibuities of change and per- 
sonai crises for any age that a new year can bring. 
Sometimes during the next few months one of her 
loved ones may need to realize what Christs birth 
realy means. 


For most of the Christian world Christmas has 
become a wonderful Spirit, conta.ned in a precious 
chauce of memoried and unvaried customs. So 
many projects and hopes are grown around it that 
reai concein 1S Needed to preserve the customs pe- 
Our own. 


Commercial clamor has spotlighted the chalice 
till the Light within goes often unnoticed. Aiso un- 
noticed, an increasing number of Unrist.ans hnd 
menioried Custous Iorced aside py the needs 
ot ufe. 


One year the chalice was broken for our family. 
Distance, ioneiness and importunate circumstances 
forced trom our hands ali but toxen reminders of 
our old be:oved duties and habits. Suddemy there 
Was time to 100K about us and, prayerluuy, we 
lea:ned much, 


We learned a real interest in the many—widows, 
orphans, service men, waitunzg wives, transferred 
famuies who were stunned vy the ioss o1 tne be- 
loved chalice, bitteriy critical of alien ways because 
of the pain in a ionely heart. We came to believe 
that our Church today must cease to treat them as 
exceptions and study ways to focus pain-uuued 
eyes upon the un.ost Spirit. When Uhrist came His 
Own peopie were not yuletly at home enjoying an- 
cient lituass, but huuadied into a city in- 
ageyuate housing, each Ilami.y facing great strain 
In vary.ng deyiecs of rebelilon and uiscomuort, or, 
courage and hope. 


We learned that a gift received is not food for 
an empty heart. ihat .earn.ng has greauy cnanzed 
our “cnarity’’ giving. We try to fil empty hands 
with gifts tor others long enough before Unrisimas 
to re.ieve Worry and al.ow anticipation and dignity. 
And we learned that most oid friends remember us 
at our best during Christmas and prefer a newsy 
message to a wrapped gift. 


We learned that chiidren remember clearly only 
those th.nygs that adults found of keen absorbing 
interest, and that sense-of-duty projects have littie 
vaiue. That a childs real wants are few and his 
curiosities are many, and that parents must pra 
_, wisdom to know the difference became self- 
evident. 


_ We learned to love the Joy Gift with deep affec- 
tion. Completely aside from its object, which had 
long held our sympathy, it was the same old friend 
wherever we were at Christmas. Strangers did all 
the other tasks we loved but the red envelope in 
our hands was ours to use. Unchanging, understood 
and sure of purpose, it became a pleasure to fill it. 
Many people feel this way toward the special mis- 
sion offerings. There is still this tangible, dear ser- 
vice in a confusing world. 


There will be a new chalice for our family, of 
old customs and new delights, and it will hold the 
powerful Magic that Santa Claus reflects, able to 
quicken the hearts of men. For us there can never 
again be one that shines brighter than the Spirit 
within it. We hope that by this Light we will see 
those who do not ask why Jesus was born or what 
His coming can mean until they need Him at 
Christmas. —Erma M. (Mrs. P. J.) Garrison. 
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We Are Studying The 
Holy Spirit 

With face aglow, the young woman told her 
friend: “We are studying the Holy Spirit. I have 


never really known Him before—who He is, where 
He is, and what He does! It’s wonderful!” 


Dr. James A Jones, in his book, “The Holy Spirit 
And Today,” which the women of our Church are 
studying this year, says: “‘What was true of “The 
First Church of Ephesus’ in the first century (when 
the people said ‘we have not so much as heard 
whether there be any Holy Ghost’) is substantially 
true of ‘The First Church in Anytown’ of the twen- 
tieth century ... The language of our Christianity 
is deficient in its discussion of the Person and the 
Work of the Holy Spirit, but the deficiency is even 
more apparent in the Christian witness of the indi- 
vidual disciples and the corporate community of 
faith. How poor we are in power speaks loudly the 
sad truth that ‘we, too, have not so much as heard 
whether there be any Holy Ghost!’ ” 


How strange that we, living in the “appropria- 
tion period,’ the era of the demonstration of the 
Holy Spirit, hear so little of the Spirit in our 
Churches and know so little of Him and His work. 
Is there a greater need in our day that we recog- 
nize the Holy Spirit, yield to Mis will, and co- 
operate with His power? 


Two ministers of our Church were heard to say 
this summer that: “The Church needs the study of 
the Holy Spirit which the women are having this 
year, and our people would profit by every min- 
ister of the Church preaching on that subject.” 


The study of the Holy Spirit among the Women 
of the Church is taking interesting and various 
forms as is revealed in reports at Listrict Confer- 
ences, and by some local groups. In one Church 
the minister is directing the study in the mid-week 
Bible Study and Prayer Hour, using the guide, “A 
Personal Study Of The Holy Spirit,” with his peo- 
ple. “Each person has a copy of the guide and with 
Bible in hand we are studying the Scripture and 
filling out the outline,’ said one of his women. “We 
are having a real study on the Holy Spirit in our 
Church,” she reported. 


Another stated that the men, women and ee | 
people are studying the Holy Spirit in their sma 
Church in the Sunday School Hour. 


Still another group is using the fourth Monday 
of each month this year for the study of the Holy 
Spirit. When asked if the women were really study- 
ing, the leader said: “Some are—but all of us are 
studying together, using the Guide, ‘A Personal 
Study Of The Holy Spirit,’ in our monthly meet- 
ings.” 


One Church has ventured into the plan of small 
neighborhood groups for the study of the Lloly 
Spirit. Ten such groups have been set up to meet 
every week in October. They report that more than 
twice the number of women reached formerly with 
the special study are sharing in the study of the 
Holy Spirit. 


If these experiences are samples of what is hap- 
pening across our Assembly, and if for a'l grou)s 
studying the Holy Spirit it is in truth a Bible study 
and prayer experience, surely the Church shail 
know a new power in our day. The Holy Spirit 
operates on'y in the atmosphere of prayer and the 
result of His operation is new life and power that 
manifests Christ and witnesses unto Him through 
the lives of believers. 
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No one would question the statement that the 
greatest need of tne world is for Christ revealed 
in ail of his radiance by the Holy Spirit in the lives 
of Gods redeemed children. ‘the supreme and ulti- 
mate mission of the Spirit is to witness to Christ 
who is Himseif Gods “1ea and Amen,” His “Aipha 
and Umega.”’ ‘the Holy Spirit of wnom we study is 
the interpreter of Christ wnom He has come to re- 
veai to our hearts, and through our lives. 


Whether we have had the study of the Holy 
Spirit, or engaged in the study now, or are pre- 
paring for tnat study, let us pe much in prayer 
tnat May work in power 1M our lives and bring 
to our Chu:ich a new vitaiuty and more convincing 
witness to Cnrist, for “‘we are His witnesses to 
these things (tne things of Unrist) and so is the 
ho.y Spit wnom God has given to those who 
Obey.” 


“Unto The Least Of These” 


Everybody who loves Jesus Christ loves little 
chidien, and sees in them the hope of the king- 
dom. Not iong since, it was my privilege to speak 
to a group ot Women of the Unurch avout one of 
our Fresvyterian Momes ior dependent chudren; 
at the ciose of my message I presented a picture 
for them to see of a two and a hast year oid boy 
from one of our homes, aii eyes brigntened and a 
low sound of joyous concern was heard from the 
who.e group. Unristian peopie are concerned with 
the needs of chudren, and with the possibilities of 
tneir deveiopment Unrisuan men and women. 
‘Lne mother iove OL tne average Unristian woman 
Wants every cnud to have a Unristian home, loving 
Care, anu Oypportumily to grow Spiritually, mentaly, 
and phyoslcauy. 


This was only one child, of the more than 1,700, 
for whom our Church 1s providing Christian Home 
care in the name or Christ. in sixteen homes we 
have received in His name chudren made homeless 
by death, parencai disabilities, or tragic circum- 
Slances. in tnese homes We seex to provide security, 
Sheiter, Spiritual environment, and Christian train- 
ing tor lite. We know that God wiil biess tnis mun- 
istiy to children: our prayers and our care tor 
them. ‘Through tne years tnese homes have sent a 
steady stream of cniidren, prepared to face life 
without fear or disability, into iocal communities 
to establish Christian Homes, to snare in the work 
of the Church, to serve as Christian merchants, 
executives, teachers, missionaries, and ministers of 
the gospel. 


It is difficult to evaluate the importance of chil- 
dren in the individuai Christian’s life. Somehow a 
parent sees in his own chiid the hope of realizing 
ail his ambitions of goodness and greatness. One 
does not doubt the power of Christian love to 
mould the Spirit and mind of a child in the divine 
patte:n. No one can lose the sense of just pride in 
having shared in the development of a boy or girl 
who becomes a trustworthy, faithful and effective 
citizen. Uur children in Church Homes take their 
places in the life of many communities, and become 
effective leaders because you of the Church gave 
them a Christian Home and loving care. 


At Thanksgiving time throughout our General 
Assembly the needs of our children are especially 
placed on the hearts of our church people. Thanks- 
xiving is a season when one tries to take inventory 
of Gods blessings and to express gratitude to Him. 
How much one is indebted to their childhood home, 
the prayers and sacrifices that were made by lovin 
parents for his welfare! How grateful one should 
be when God’s gift of a Christian partner, and of 


attractive and healthy children, makes theirs a 
happy home! Gratitude’s best Christian expressiwn 
is found in sharing in order that others may also 
experience similar blessings. Invest some of your 
gifts for the Kingdom in providing a Christian 
Home for dependent, hopeful children, and enjoy 
the blessing of knowing that you understand 
Christ’s love in this venture. —William C. Sistar. 


Be Ye, Therefore... 


By Louise Morris 


Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 


The Holy Scriptures teach that in the new birth 
we are new creatures created in righteousness and 
true holiness and yet, all through the gospels and, 
particularly in the Epistles, there are countless ex- 
hortations for the Christian to refrain from this 
type of conduct or to put on that grace. 


We see in our own experience a discrepancy be- 
tween what we are declared to be and what we 
actually are as well as a complete inability to re- 
spond effectually to these exhortations to holy liv- 
ing. So, a careful study of scripture leads us to the 
conclusion that the purpose of these exhortations 
is to act upon the will and move it toward consent. 
This accomplished, the Holy Spirit then works in 
us to produce Christian character. This is a con- 
tinuing process of being conformed to Christ’s 
image. 


Therefore, in the study of God’s Word, when we 
meet the command, “Be ye holy, for I am holy,” 
instead of passing over it as some do seeing in it 
the impractical or unforgettable, we can see why 
God who will not command the impossible has 
given us these words. 


We do not know all of God’s purposes in crea- 
tion but scripture does reveal that man was cre- 
ated to glorify God and for fellowship with Him- 
self. Then sin entered in and separated man from 
God ” his nature became corrupt and totally 
ruined. 


But God, in love, still sought after man and, in 
redemption, restored all things as they were. Man, 
on the other hand, although the blessings of re- 
demption are his, must manifest them in his own 
experience in proportion to his ability to compre- 
hend and lay hold upon them. In this he increases 
with the increase of God as he is “renewed in 
oT after the image of Him who created 

im.’ 


The extent of man’s ruined nature and the mag- 
nitude of the atonement are seen in the process of 
his being conformed to Christ’s image following 
the new birth. It is somewhat analagous to the nat- 
ural life. Man is born a babe, utterly helpless and 
dependent upon his parents for all of his needs. 
His processes of learning whereby he passes from 
a helpless infant to a self-sustaining adult are com- 
plex and slow. In like manner, as a babe, man is 
born into the kingdom of God and the processes 
whereby he passes from a babe in Christ “‘unto the 
mecsure of the fullness of Christ” are also com- 
plex, mysterious and wholly the work of Christ 
through the operation of the Holy Spirit. 


Thus it ever remains that it is “not by might nor 
by power, but by my spirit,’”’ that we shall one day 
“be like Him,” our blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, to whom be glory and dominion forever and 
ever. 


Trashcans ... Crusts Of 
Bread ... Refugees 


A little boy looking into a trashcan in a Nurem- 
berg camp for something to eat ... a three-year- 
old Korean boy, “Little Cho,” with his five-day-old 
sister given to our Mission Hospital by the grand- 
father who could not take care of them ... a little 
girl munching on a crust of bread as she lies curled 
up on a cramped double-decker bed ... two dozen 
families living under the same roof... and Christ- 
mas is so near... even for the woman who, weep- 
ing, said: “There is no ‘life’ for us refugees, there 
is only slow, living death.”’ 


Clothing is needed desperately; blankets to cover 
bodies that are even colder because of being under- 
nourished; certain foods that can be shipped as 
relief goods to our Korean missionaries; low-heeled 
shoes that are in good condition and will keep feet 
well covered; other things that we have come to 
think of as “material aid,’’ vitamins included. 


Send packages to Korea, 22 pounds limit, at 14c 
a pound, using addresses of our missionaries listed 
in September Presbyterian Survey—do not use 
A.P.U. addresses. Send other bundles which you 
can surely get together out of your own closets, 
enisting the interest of every member of your 
famiity, to Church World Service, New Windsor, 
Md., sending 10c per pound for paying shipping 
costs overseas. 


Help somebody in Korea or Europe know that 
the spirit of Christ is alive in Christmas, 1952. 


Church News 


Board Of Education Issues 
Statement Of Appreciation For 
Work Of Dr. Edward Grant 


To give a review of Dr. Edward D. Grant’s 
achievements in the field of religious education and 
of his contributions to the work of this Board 
would take more than one issue of our Minutes. 
Only a few of these can be mentioned and only a 
brief expression can be given of our appreciation 
of his work and of our gratitude to God for what 
vo hacen accomplished in the years of his service 
with us. 


Through his connections with the World Council 
of Christian Education and Sunday School Asso- 
ciation, with the International Council of Religious 
Education, and more recently with the National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the United States 
of America, Dr. Grant has won international recog- 
nition in the field of religious education. Many op- 
portunities have been offered to him to go into po- 
sitions of far more widespread—if, to us, no more 
ses gai mua than he has had with our 

oard. 


We feel that the best work of his long and useful 
career has been done during his eighteen years with 
us as Executive Secretary. The present condition 
of our work is the best testimony to his ability and 
to his success that could be given. The business end 
of this Board’s work has been thoroughly organized 
and carried on through periods of great difficulty. 
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The volume of business and its profit for the work 
»f the Church has been greatly multiplied. At the 
‘ame time the business departments have been led 
o serve the Church more effectively. There has 
been a steady enlargement and improvement of our 
‘ducational program. Through his vision many new 
types of service have been initiated, even before 
the need for them had become generally apparent. 
“hrough his leadership the Board has won the trust 
ind respect and support of the whole Church. 


Dr. Grant’s grasp of the needs of the Church, his 
vision and his courage have been shown in the 
many enterprises he -has started. It is sufficient to 
mention the Religious Education Re-Study. The 
Board followed him wholeheartedly in this from 
his first suggestion, but this was Dr. Grant’s idea. 
[t is a rare thing fur the executive officer of an or- 
ganization to seek from an outside and impartial 
group such an objective and thorough study of his 
own work. The group making the study was given 
a free hand and all possible support. When the 
study was completed Dr. Grant led the Board in 
facing resolutely its 4g mayen As a result, this 
appraisal of our work has done much to improve 
and strengthen our program and to give the 
Church a new conception of our work. lhis was but 
typical of the thinking of our Executive Secretary. 


With all these fine accomplishments, of which we 
are truly proud, the thing that has brought most 
happiness to the members of the Board as thcy 
have worked with Dr. Grant through these years 
has been the fine relation that has always existed 
between Secretary and the Board members. Al- 
though we have never hesitated to differ with him 
or even to argue with him, there has never becn 
any conflict of purpose. Always the most delightful 
harmony has prevailed. Under his leadership the 
members of this Board have felt deep satisfaction 
in their work. He has had as our Secretary, and 
will always have as our friend, the full confidence 
and loyalty of every one of us. Ile can fee! assured, 
as he goes into a new field of service, that he yocs 
with our affection and with our prayers for his suc- 
cess. —J. J. Murray, Chairman. 


Two American School 
Systems—Not One 


The private school system (Church- er parent. 
controlled), which dominated the cducation of our 
country for over two centurics, still persists, sciv- 
ing today some 12 percent of this country’s clc- 
mentary and high school youth. To say that this 
system is less American than the State-control!cd 
public school system, which was imported from 
Prussia about a hundred years ago, is to display 
ignorance of American history. Not only has rov- 
ernment honored equally the two systems of edu- 
cation—that of the private and that of the public 
school—but by legal pronouncements of our highest 
courts the right to educate is said to be primarily 
the privilege and responsibility of the parents. 


The Supreme Court of one of our States (lIlli- 
nois) ruled as late as 1850 that the State School 
could be by-passed if parents educated their chil- 
dren at home with instruction “equal or superior 
to that obtainable in the public school.” In its 
opinion the Court also ruled that the compulsory 
school law “is made for the parent who fails or re- 
fuses to properly educate his child,” and is aimed 
at seeing that ail children are educated, “‘not that 
— shall be educated in any particular manner or 
place.” 
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The United States Supreme Court ruled, in the 
famous Oregon case (1924), that it is the “liberty 
of parents and guardians to direct the upbringing 
and education of children under their control.” By 
way of explanation the high court added: “The 
theory of liberty upon which all governments in 
the Union repose excludes any general power of 
the State to standardize its children by forcing 
them to accept instruction from public teachers 
only. The child is not the mere creature of the 
State: those who nurture him and direct his destiny 
have ‘‘:e right, coupled with the high duty, to re- 
cognize and prepare him for additional obliga- 
tions.” 


These two high court decisions present the Amer- 
ican way of educational life. This way of life is 
practically unknown on other continents. Let us 
practice it, that we may transmit it to generations 
to come. 


—Mark Fakkema, Educational Director of the 
National Association of Christian Schools, with 
headquarters at 542 South Dearborn Street, Chi- 
cago 5, Ill. 


Bible Lands Cruise Scheduled 
For Spring Of 1953 


Dr. Joseph P. Free, Professor of Archaeology at 
Wheaton College (Illinois), has announced that 
the Sixth Wheaton Bib!e Lands Cruise will sail 
from New York, N. Y., on February 18, 1953, 
aboard the new Italian liner, S. S. Andrea Doria. 


With headquarters at Jerusalem, trips will be 
made to Bethlehem, Hebron, Samaria, Jacob’s Well, 
and the other important Biblical sites of Palestine. 
The group will make a special visit to the new ex- 
cavations at Jericho, which have uncovered new 
evidence of mans activity in the period between 
3000 and 4000 B.C. 


The trip, open to Christians of all ages, will 
include the significant cities in the other Bible 
lands, with sightseeing in Italy, Egypt, Lebanon, 
Syria, Arab Palestine, Isracli Palestine, and op- 
tional trips to other Mediterranean and European 
countries. 


Errata For 1952 Gencral 
Assembly Minutes 


Everyone who has a copy of the Minutes of the 
General Assembly is authorized and requested to 
make the corrections which are listed below. 


E. C. Seott, Stated Clerk. 


Page 8: Address Board of Annuities and Relief 
irom Urban Building to 122 South Fourth 
Street, Room 410. 

Page 9 - Line 6: Rev. R. D. Adams in place of Rev. 
L. T. Lawrence. 

Page 97 under “Overtures”: Add to answer Num- 
ber 19: “This to become effective Jan. 1, 1954.” 

Page 101 - Line 8: Delete comma after “com- 
mittee.” 

Page 244 - Line 70: Altan Church. Communicants 
should be 97. 

Page 278 - Line 53: Ridglea Church. Received on 
profession, should be 17. Line 65: Total on pro- 
fession 226. 
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Page 306 - Lines 1 and 4: Delete “Th.D.” Lines 8 
and 5: Transfer “Jr.”’ from Windham to Gailey. 

Page 342: Reisner, Sherwood H. Denomination dis- 
missing: Presbyterian Church of Mexico. 

Page 383: Brown, Frank C. “c” and “e” transposed 
in “Decatur.” 

Page 399: Lawrence, Llewellyn T., add “D.D.” 
Change street address to Box 403. 

Page 406: Add after Morgan, K. H.: Morgan, Nor- 
man (P), Pineville, W. Va. Bluestone 300. 

—_— 412: Roth, H. W., change “‘Cukoo”’ to “‘Cuc- 
00.”” 

Page 421: Add after Young, R. A.: Young, Tom, 
Jr. (P), Northfork, W. Va. Bluestone 300. 

~— — Slusser, Gerald H. Add postoffice: Dal- 
as, Tex. 


BOOKS 


“Bible Events.”” By Ruth S. Gray. Warner Press, 
Anderson, Ind. Price $ .35. 


“Bible Children.” By Ruth S. Gray. Warner 
Press, Anderson, Ind. Price $ .35. 


“Bible Families.” By Ruth S. Gray. Warner 
Press, Anderson, Ind. Price $ .35. 


“Bible Times.”’ By Ruth S. Gray. Warner Press, 
Anderson, Ind. Price $ .35. 


These four books are arranged for small chil- 
dren. The stories are simply told. Each story has 
an illustrative picture. 


These little books should make a_ splendid 
Christmas present for children and could be used 
in the Beginner and Primary Departments of the 
Sunday School to great advantage. 


“The Kingdom Is Yours.” By Louis H. Evans. 
Fleming H. Revell Company, Westwood, N. J. 
Price $2.50. 


The author of this volume of thirteen sermons is 
the pastor of the largest Presbyterian Church in 
the world—First Presbyterian Church of Holly- 
wood, Calif. He,is known as a preacher of re- 
markable powér and profound devotion to Christ. 


The underlying theme of this volume is that 
Americans have been giving themselves to sec- 
ondary things and for many of us the kingdom of 
~ is ? down the list. We have lost our sense of 

e vital. 


In each of these sermons Dr. Evans seeks to 
impress upon his readers that it is unfair to accept 
the consolations of our religion without the corre- 
sponding duties. He warns against being senti- 
mental followers of Christ. He writes: “Senti- 
mentalism is enjoyment without obligation. So 
many would like to enjoy Christ without being 
obligated to Him. This is impossible.’”’ The volume 
closes with an earnest appeal for Christians to 
rivet their talents to the things that abide forever. 


“The Narrow Way.” By R. V. G. Tasker. Inter- 
varsity Christian Fellowship, 1444 North Astor 
Street, Chicago 10, Ill. Price $1.25. 


This volume is made up of a selection of twelve 


addresses given by the author before audiences of 
university students. These messages present the 


Bible in an unadulterated manner. The author has 
the conviction that the way by which the salvation 
of mankind was achieved by the Son of God was 
essentially a narrow way and that the gate through 
which sinful men and women must pass in order to 
obtain it is a narrow gate. 


Dr. Tasker believes that the offense of true 
Christianity is and must always be its narrowness. 
We can if we will reject the narrowness but in so 
doing we reject Christianity also. These messages 
should be of special value to the indifferent and 
nominal Christian. They should encourage any 
Christian to tread more fully in the narrow way. 


“The Christian’s Use Of The Old Testament.” 
By Basil F. C. Atkinson. Intervarsity Christian 
Fellowship, 1444 North Astor Street, Chicago 10, 
Ill. Price $2.00. 


An under-librarian at the University of Cam- 
bridge, the author has had access to the best source 
of materials availab!e and combines careful! scholar- 
ship with simplicity of expression. The second 
chapter which brings before the reader some of 
the devotional wealth of the Old Testament is of 
special value. The author does not claim that the 
whole of the Old Testament is in the general sense 
devotional but does seek to help the reader to find 
and use those parts of the Old Testament which 
are directly fitted for personal use in prayer or 
praise or for the enrichment of the individual's 
spiritual hfe. Many penetrating comments are 
made on the Psalter. 


The Song of Solomon is singled out as a book 
suited to feed and strengthen the individual devo- 
tional life. The author believes it is a love song 
either written for an actual marriage or intended 
from the beginning to be a parable of spiritual 
things. By placing marriage and all that is related 
to it in a spiritual setting, the Song sanctifies the 
sexual life and imparts to it a dignity that is lost 
when it is divorced from the spiritual things of 
which it is a symbol. He contends that the message 
of the Songz is parallel with the words of the 
Apostle Paul in Ephesians 5:22-33, particularly in 
Verse 32. He reminds us that the Christian Church 
is always seen in the Song a celebration of the 
union of Christ with the whole company of His 
people. Thus, though the Song contains no direct 
word to explain its inner meaning, the deduction 
that it refers primarily to Christ and His Church 
is easy. He tells us that it is impossible for the 
reader of the Song not to apply it a!so to the rela- 
tionship between Christ and the individual soul. 


This book should have a wide distribution among 
college age students. It will provide freshness in 
Bible study. 


“The Honor Of Preston Reed.”” By Louise Harri- 
son McCraw. Moody Press, Chicago, Ill. (248 
pages). Price $2.75. 


As in “Crystal Sea,” Miss McCraw has again pre- 
sented to thoughtful Christians a novel which chal- 
lenges each reader to a deeper personal consecra- 
tion. This time the setting, during the days just 
preceding the War Between The States, places the 
characters in a most interesting period of our na- 
tion s history. But even then one finds the spiritual 

roblems and blessings were similar to ours today. 

oth Catherine and Preston discover through a 
heart-breaking experience what the love of Christ 
means in their lives. Not only they, but the others 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


in 

in 

mi 

hi 

C 

th 

R 

t 

A 

le 

is 

e 

= 


involved in the story, remind the reader of himself 
in various ways. One reaiizes more clearly the inti- 
mate relationship of Christ to every moment of his 
life. Those who desire to understand better the 
Christians life of daily choices will want to read 
this book. 


“The Doctrine Of God.” By Herman Bavinck. 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $5.00. 


Herman Bavinck was one of the profoundest of 
the Dutch theologians. He lived at the close of the 
nineteenth century. He stood side by side with 
Abraham Kuyper in his influence upon the theo- 
logical thought of his day. 


Here, for the first time in American translation, 
is Bavinck’s “The Doctrine Of God.’ “It has been 
taken from the second volume, “Reformed Dog- 
matics.” It is a model of exhaustive and balanced 


exegesis. 


Bavinck, to a large extent, withdrew from eccle- 
siastical life in his day. His sensitive temperament 
made the church courts and church politics re- 
pugnant to him. He once remarked to a group of 
students: “Ordinary politics sometimes has its 
sordid side; politics in church affairs always has.” 
As a result, Bavinck concentrated upon the di- 
dactic function of Christianity. 


Dr. William Hendriksen has translated this vol- 
ume from the Dutch into the English. He has pio- 
vided page-headings and summarizing captions in 
order to furnish the reader with an easy guide to 
the contents and to remove the criticism heard so 
often that it is difficult to find one’s way through 
Bavinck. 


Dr. Bavinck finds that mystery is the vital ele- 
ment of Dogmatics. He points out that the truth 
which God has revealed concerning Himself in na- 
ture and in Scripture far surpasses human concep- 
tion and comprehension. In that sense Dogmatics 
is concerned with nothinz but mystery for it does 
not deal with finite creatures but from beginning 
to end raises itself above every creature to the 
Eternal and Endless One, Himse.f. For this reason, 
at the very outset, Dogmatics is confronted with the 
Incomprehensible. He holds that the knowledge of 
God is the only Dogma, the sole content of the en- 
tire field of Dogmatics. All the doctrines treated in 
Dogmatics—whether in regard to the universe, 
man, Christ, etc.—are but the explication of the 
central Dogma of the knowledge of God. Every- 
thing is treated with God as center and starting 
point. Under Him all things are subsumed. To Him 
all things are traced back. In this connection the 
author states: “It is ever God and God alone whose 
glory and creation and redemption, in nature and 
in grace, in the world and in the Church, it must 
meditate a part and describe. It is knowledge of 
Him alone which it must display and show forth.” 


The reader will find here a fascinatinz discus- 
sion of the question of infra- and supra- 
Lapsarianism. The author ho!ds that “neither the 
supra- nor the infra-Lapsarian view of predestina- 
tion is able to do full justice to the truth of Scrip- 
ture and to satisfy our theological thinking. The 
true element in supra-Lapsarianism is: that it em- 
phasizes the unity of Divine decree and the fact 
that God had one final aim in view ... and the 
true element in infra-Lapsarianism is: that the de- 
crees manifest not only unity but also divinity 
(with a view to their several objects.”) 


As to the question of God's knowability, the au- 
thor reduces the question to whether God has been 
willing to reveal Himself and has actually revealed 
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Himse!f to creatures. He agrees with Kant that our 
knowledge is confined to the realm of experience. 
If God has not revealed Himse.f, there can be no 
knowledge of Him, but if God has revealed Him- 
self, there is something however insignificant which 
can be the object of our perception and therefore 
can lead to knowledge. From this fact Bavinck con- 
cludes that it has become evident that the denial 
of God’s knowability is identical with the repudia- 
tion of God's revelation to His creatures. Agnos- 
ticism, he says, is reduced to the error of ancient 
Gnosticism—God is unspeakable depth.” 


One of the most satisfying chapters in the book 
is on the Trinity. This theologian holds that the 
analogies taken from the realm of heathendom are 
without any value. In all of them we have a certain 
trinity but no tri-personality in unity of substance. 
He observes that not any of these analogies nor all 
of them together can prove the divine Trinity. For 
the doctrine of the Trinity we are dependent wholly 
upon Scripture. Nevertheless, the illustrations from 
other sources serve to prove that belief in the di- 


- vine Trinity is not absurd or unreasonable. As over 


against the errors of Deism and Pantheism, the 
Christian maintains the doctrine of the Trinity that 
God is distinct in essence from the creature, but 
that He, nevertheless, enjoys a glorious fuliness of 
life. The doctrine of the Trinity makes clear to us 
how God can be perfect in love and knowledge 
apart from the universe. 


The doctrine of the Trinity, contends Bavinck, 
is of utmost importance for practical religion. 
Whenever anyone rejects God’s tri-unity, he de- 
stroys the very foundation of Christian belief and 
casts aside all of special revelation. The doctrine 
of the Trinity is the sum and substance of Chris- 
tian faith, the root of all dogmas, the essence of 
the New Covenant. The Triune God is the source of 
every b!essing we receive. He is the mainspring of 
our entire salvation. In His name we are baptized. 
That name is the summary of our Confession. That 
name is the source of all blessings that descend 
upon us. That name is and remains eternally the 
object of our praise and adoration. In that name, 
Bavinck says, we find rest for our soul and peace 
for our conscience. Connected with the doctrine of 
the Trinity is our salvation in this life and the life 
to come. 


The closing chapter deals with the fact of elec- 
tion. Bavinck says that the election of men is in- 
deed a deed of mercy but it is not only a deed of 
mercy for in that case it would have been necessary 
for God to show mercy to all whereas all were 
wretched. In like manner, reprobation is indeed an 
act of divine justice but it is not an act of justice 
only for in that case all would have been repro- 
bated. As divine acts, these decrees are not condi- 
tional but absolute. They are manifestations of 
God’s absolute sovereignty. God established a cas- 
ual relation between sin and punishment and He 
maintains this relationship in the conscience of 
every man. Nevertheless, the deepest cause of the 
decree of reprobation is not sin and unbelief but 
the will of God. Similarly there is a casual relation 
between faith and salvation but the decree of elec- 
tion was not caused by foreseen faith. On the con- 
trary, election is the cause of faith. 


The intelligent reading of a book written as this 
one will not be an easy task. We can promise the 
reader, however, that it will be a rewarding one. It 
is pregnant with thought that we need in our day. 

—John R. Richardson. 
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